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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS


Processor: Intel ARM-206 (Compaq iPAQ, HP Jornada 56x, Casio E-200,


MobilePro P300, Pocket PC e570, etc.)


Pocket PC, Pocket PC 2002 or higher


RAM 7MB (free)

INSTALLATION

Package files listed below:


ACCENT.CAB - package for ARM based devices


SETUP.EXE - installation program


UT.INI - installation info


README.TXT, README.DOC - user manual

If you use an MS Windows-based host station, simply run SETUP.EXE.

Installer will copy all necessary files automatically (ActiveSync or similar software for your mobile device should be installed).

If you have a non-Windows based platform that does not support exe-files (Mac, Unix etc.), you need to copy the files manually. Please follow the steps below.

1. Copy the package file (ACCENT.CAB) to your device. Use your communication tool (ActiveSync or similar software for your mobile device) to install the appropriate package on your Pocket PC device.

2. Install the program (double click on the package file) on your device.

If you are using a Compaq iPaq, switch on the AGC function after the program is installed. Select Start->Settings->System->Microphone AGC and set the switch to Enable.

ADJUSTMENT

If the application reacts to everything, even small noises, or, on the contrary, it does not hear what you are saying, then you will need to adjust the application settings. Follow the instructions below.

NOTE: If the application remains poorly adjusted, it might recognize speech incorrectly.

1. To enter the Settings Mode, select Menu->Settings.

If the [Replay] option is on, Accent Remover will playback the phrase you have pronounced prior to playing back the pre-recorded sample. In this mode, you can listen to the phrases you say, thus getting a possibility to adjust the settings if necessary.
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2. Under the [Replay] switch, find the voice recording level scale and set the level to 50% moving the control with the stylus (the default setting is 70%).

Press the speech recognition activation button located between the [<] and [>] buttons. By default, the speech recognition is disabled, and you can see the [Silence] caption on this button. When the button is pressed, the speech recognition is activated and the [Speak] caption appears. Now, you can pronounce phrases to test the adjusted settings.

3. Start saying a phrase while regulating the microphone sensitivity to find the optimum setting, making the application "hear" you in a satisfactory way.

If you feel that the recording level is too low, you can move the voice recording level control to the right.

NOTE: It is recommended to hold the device in hand when working with it, it will react less to noise that way.

You may switch the [Replay] option on or off as you wish.

To exit the adjustment mode and return to normal operation, press the [Menu] button.

PROGRAM FEATURES

When you start studying a foreign language and try to pronounce your first phrases, it is helpful to have a practice aid – a cassette, CD or even a native speaker. It is almost impossible to learn how to speak correctly on your own. Now you have a new, thoroughly contemporary way to study the English language - the Crystal Clean Accent Remover. 

Accent Remover is a phrase bank that contains the most commonly used phrases. These were especially selected to satisfy 80% of the communication requirements of travelers abroad. You read a phrase in your native language and say its translation in English. Accent Remover gives you an example of proper pronunciation and grades your own pronunciation, thereby coaching you just like a real teacher. All the speech samples were recorded by a professional American announcer.

The Accent Remover features:

1. The Lingvobit(TM) Advanced speech recognition system that grades your success level.

2. About 2,500 common English phrases in 12 topics and 64 subtopics. 

3. Statistical Analysis.

4. Exam Mode.

5. Contemporary design.

The latest speech recognition technology allows you to perfect your English pronunciation without using a dictionary or taking lessons from a teacher. This makes the device a powerful foreign language learning aid.

With the Accent Remover, learning is natural and does not take much effort - simply by listening or repeating the phrases often, you will remember them easily.
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TIPS FOR WORKING WITH ACCENT REMOVER

Topics View

Right after start-up, Topics View will be displayed, where you can select the topic, which you are interested in (see figure 1). After you have selected a topic, you will see several subtopics. Select one and start working (see figure 2).

You can return to the topics list at any moment and change phrase groups with a touch of the [list] button.

Phrases View

After you have selected a phrase group, the application will start working. One by one all the phrases in the group will be shown.

Modes:

1. Step-by-step Mode (the [step] button)

This mode is recommended for beginners. You move from phrase to phrase by using the [<] and [>] buttons. You may get a hint by touching the [help] button. 

Click on a phrase to listen to its correct pronunciation.

2. Automatic Mode (the [auto] button)

This mode automatically proceeds to the next phrase once you have achieved satisfactory pronunciation of the current phrase. After you have gone through all the phrases in a group, Accent Remover will automatically run statistics and will give you a grade. Statistics may be called forth at any time by pressing the [stat] button.

At the bottom of the screen, you can see two scales showing your current and overall results.

3. Exam Mode (the [exam] button)

This mode is meant for testing your pronunciation skills. You will be given hints, and phrases will appear one by one. After the exam is over, statistics will be calculated.

You may choose to have phrases from the group appear at random. Just press the [list] button, and then the [shuffle] button.

Operating the Speech Recognition 

To start working with the speech recognition system, select a phrase group and press the speech recognition activation button once. Or, press the [record] button on the side of your Pocket PC. 

You may switch off the speech recognition at any moment by pressing the same button again.

When the [Speak] caption appears and the progress bar disappears, say a phrase. The recognition of the phrase you said begins immediately, and after a very short pause you will see pronunciation results. 

TIPS FOR BETTER RECOGNITION

Pronounce the phrases in a clear voice, at a normal pace without pauses.

How to find another phrase:

- To see another phrase in the same subtopic, find it in the phrase list by scrolling the [<] and [>] buttons.
- To find a phrase in another topic, switch to the topics list; then select the desired subtopic, and scroll it for the desired phrase.

How to achieve the best results:

- If there are loud external noises and you cannot hear your recorded voice when Playback is on (press Menu->Settings to find the [Replay] button), try to find more quiet place.

- Try to gauge whether your voice sounds clearly, or there are a lot of reverberating sounds. In the latter case, try not to speak so loud or stay further away from the microphone. On the contrary, if your voice is too quiet, try to speak louder or closer to the microphone.

- If you usually speak very fast, try to speak a little slower, yet don't say phrases word by word.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

If you had any problems while using this software, please do not hesitate to contact us at support@ectaco.com. Please indicate the model of the device and the version of the application you are using.

